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GAMES  OF  THK    MAKAH    IM:(IANS  OF  NKAll    HAY.      IT, 


(i.\Mi-:s  oi"  Till':  MAKAii  INDIANS  oi"  ni:aii  \\\\. 


IIV    <il'.()I<(il-:    A.    DOKSKV. 

Whili'  oil  a  collfctins^r  trip  in  i)chalt  of  tln'  Di-partmciit  of 
Anthropdlooy  (^f  the  Meld  C"()lnnil)ian  Museum  durin^f  the 
summer  of  1900,  it  was  my  j^ood  lortuue  to  pay  a  visit  to  th<' 
Makah  Indians  ut  Neah  \\\\\ .  W  liile  on  thi-waxto  Neah  Wax, 
by  steamer  from  Seattle,  1  met  l)y  chance  a  Makah  Indian, 
Charlie  \\  illiams,  hound  homeward,  hrom  Williams,  who  is 
nn  unusually  brij^ht  ;ind  intelligent  Indian,  I  endea\  (irt-d  t<> 
secure  such  iiitormation  as  he  possessed  re;4;irdin<4'  panics  of 
the  Mats-ahs. 

While  the  more  c(.nimon  panics  of  the  Makahs  are  well 
known,  and  while  n'ood  descriptions  of  tlu'iii,  with  thi'ir  method 
of  pla\in;4  exist,  yet  the  information  which  I  dirivfd  frou' 
Williams  w<is  in  certain  ways  so  complete  and  the  list  of 
frames  so  exhaustixc  that  it  seemed  to  me  a  descriptif)n  of  the 
JLjames  would  not  be  without  interest,  h'urtht-rmore,  owint;-  to 
the  \cry  peculiar  position  of  the  Makahs,  (hvellin<>  on  the  sea- 
shore an(i  si)endin;;;  so  much  of  thiir  tinu'  on  the  waltr.  many 
of  the  j^nimes  which  havi'  be(  n  deri\t'cl  from  inland  sourci's 
have,  as  |)layed  by  thi-m,  undergone  j)eculiar  and  very  interest- 
injT  nKnlifications.  Of  the  ;^ames  of  which  I  learned  from 
Williams,  sixteen  specimen  sets  wi-re  collected  from  tl  vilhiL^^e 
itself,  rc-presentin,L;'  seven  distinct  ^ames. 

l)r'r.\N(  IIAI.AS.  This  L;ame  is  played  by  youni^  nun,  gener- 
ally in  the  ^prin^,  or  it  may  be  played  at  an\'  time  of  the  year. 
The  rin^  {(iiit>tpl)  is  of  cedar  bark  tightly  and  carefull\-  brairled. 
Two  specimens  wt-re  collected,  one  of  which  has  seen  consid- 
erable usaL,u'.  In  playing  the  ijame,  two  conxeri^ini;  lines  of 
from  six  to  ten  men  on  I'ach  side  are  formed.  The  man  at  thf 
apex  of  the  conwri^ini^'  lines  lakes  the  rin^  in  his  hand  and  rolls 
it  forward  between  the  lines  as  far  as  he  can;  <is  the  rin^f  bej^ins 
to  lose  its  momc-ntum.  and  wabbles  prei)arator\'  to  falling,  all 
shoot  at  it  with  an  arrow  (/sik'li'i/i)  from  an  ordinary  bow  {l>is- 
fiiti).  \\  hen  the  rin^f  is  struck  by  an  arrow  of  one  side  or  the 
oihvr  {i///'/'i//  winner),  tht'  losing  side  pa\'  over  an  arrow  as 
forfeit.  The  L;ani('  ends  at  any  time  by  mutual  consent,  oi" 
when  oni'  side  or  th«'  other  has  won  all  the  .arrows  of  the  op- 
posinf^  side. 
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Fli  TSAK.  rsAUDL.  This  i^amc  ("shoot  arrow")  is  also  played 
by  youn^-  men  and  j^^'ciu'rally  in  the  spring;'  of  the  year.  Two 
iLjoals  arc  made,  situated  from  twenlN'-llre  to  thirty  \'ards  apart. 
As,  from  the  naturt:  of  these  finals,  no  specimens  could  be  col- 
lected, a  description  must  suffice,  live  ])ieces  of  kelp  are 
thrust  into  the  earth  in  a  row,  the  cenli;;  piece  bein^-  about  one 
and  one-half  feet  hij^h,  the  outer  pieces  about  thri'e  inches 
hii^h,  and  the  two  intermediate  pieces  mi(lwa\'  betwev-n  the 
center  and  outer  piec<-s.  ()\er  these  is  placi^d  anolhir  piece 
of  kelp,  which  is  bent  in  a  semi-circular  shape,  with  its  ex- 
tremities thrust  into  the  earth  about  two  feet  apart,  h'rom  two 
to  six  pla>-,  all  standing-  in  front  of  one  tj^oal  and  shootinj^-  ai 
the  i^oal  opposite,  the  object  bein;.;  to  hit  any  one  of  the  up- 
iiL;ht  jjit'ces  of  k<^'lp.  If  the  representatixc  of  one  side  or  the 
other  shoots  and  strike's  the  <ioal  he  shoots  a<^ain.  Should  he 
miss,  OIK'  of  the  op])ouents  takes  the  arrow  with  which  he 
shoots.  Should  he  make  a  hit  Ik  retains  the  .irrou.  The 
obji'ct    III     this,   like    the    |)recedini;    L;anie,    is    [o    win    arrows 

r.MAiAs.  In  this  ,;,ime  a  ,^oal  is  also  made  of  kelj),  but  in- 
stead oi  arrows  short  spears  of  retl  huckk-berry,  from  three  to 
four  inches  in  K-ns^th,  are  used.  The  i^ame  is  played  by  two 
boys,  each  one  sittini^-  down  on  the  beach  facing-  his  c)pponent, 
but  at  one  side  of  him.  H  takes  a  piece  of  kelp  stalk  {waF  k-a-at) 
and  thrusts  it  into  the  ground  on  his  left  side,  at  which  A  then 
hurls  his  sjjear.  I<'ailin<r  to  strike  the  .^'oa!.  1-5  lakes  .\'s  spear, 
jiasses  his  piece  of  kelp  to  A,  who  tlien  thrusts  it  into  the 
i^rouuil  by  his  left  sidi\  when  H  hurls  the  ^ipear.  In  case  he  is 
successful  he  retains  the  spear,  otiierwise  the  kelp  is  retuined 
tt)  \\  and  thrown  at  b\'  y\,  and  the  .^ame  ^oes  on  as  before.  The 
object  of  the  ^ame  is  to  win  all  the  spears  of  the  opponent. 

Kaiikas  (.Sharp  slick  slanting;).  This  ^ame  is  somewhat 
similar  to  the  oiu-  just  described,  and  is  played  l)\  boys.  On 
the  side  of  a  hill  ten  or  more  sharpened  slicks  ;ire  thrust  into 
the  u;ronnd  ;il  inter\als  of  from  two  to  three  im-hes.  k.ach 
player  has  his  indisidual  set  of  sticks  or  ;;i)al,  (  )ne  of  the 
players  rolls  down  the  shjpe  a  lar^^e  |)iece  of  kelp,  six  i-iches 
in  length.  If  it  so  rolls  as  to  impale  itself  on  one  of  the  sticks 
of  one  of  ihe  other  pla\'t'rs,  he  w  itlulraws  the  stick  from  thi' 
earth  and  throws  the  kelp  up  in  the  air  and  attemps  to  catch  il 
on  the  p(jint  of  the  stick.  If  succi'ssful,  he  retains  tlu'  stick, 
which  constitutes  the  s^anie. 

KiAiicu'Aii.  This  is  the  well-known  L;ame  of  shimu'w  wi.  ch 
is  playetl.  as  a  rule,  onl\-  l)\-  yount;  men.  In  fornu-r  times  it 
was  ()nl\-  pl.iyed  at  the  celebration  of  the  cajilure  of  a  whak-, 
now  it  maybe  pla\'eil  at  anx'tinie.  .\  specimen  of  b.it  (lok- 
:,/iwk)  was  collected,  which  differs  from  the  shinn\'  stick  as 
used  b\'  the  tribes  of  the  interior,  in  that  it  has  no  broad  ex- 
tended   portion.      The   bat    measures    two    feel    nine    inches   in 
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length,  the  lower  six  inclnts  heiii};'  curvi;il  out  at  an  aiif^lc  ol  20'''. 
<  )n<.'  side  of  this  ciirvcrl  extremity  is  flattenccl.  Tiie  specinK-n 
collected  of  the  ball  {/moo),  is  made  from  the  bod>'  of  some 
large  vertebra.  Williams  states  that  in  former  times  the  ball 
was  invariablx'  made  of  \vhale>-l)()ne.  The  -^oals  {Joqiiatsis  for 
the  mark)  are  two  straight  lines  on  the  beach  about  200  yards 
apart,  and  the  startin^-])()fnt  of  the  n-ame  is  inxariably  from 
a  point  etiiii-distant  between  the  '^oal  lines. 

'ri..\ii.\ri,A.  This  is  the  ijame  of  battledore  and  shuttlecock, 
uhich  so  far  as  1  l;no\v  has  not  been  observed  beyond  the  limits 
of  a  prescribed  area  of  the  Northwest  Coast.  This  is  played 
i-qually  by  boys  and  ^irls.  The  bat  {tlohayak),  according  to 
die  sjK-cimen  collected,  is  made  <^f  cedar  board  eight  inches  in 
diameter,  atui  less  than  onedialf  inch  thick.  The  shuttlecock 
consists  of  a  two  inch  long  piece  of  branch  of  salmonberry,  in 
one  end  of  which  four  fiNithers  of  a  surf  duck  are  thrust. 
There  is  no  particular  time  lor  ]ilaving  this  game. 

SoK  ns.  This  is  the  well-known  haiul  or  grass  game,  ol 
which  two  sets  were  colli'cted.  One  set  consits  of  four  bone 
cylinders  two  and  onedialf  inches  long  and  three-cpiarters  of 
an  inch  in  diameter.  Two  of  them  ha\H'  a  grooxe  about  thi' 
center,  one-half  inch  in  width,  which  has  bei-n  filled  with  man\ 
wrappings  of  black  thread.  The  other  set  consists  of  two 
!)ones,  the  same  length  as  those  in  the  ])receding  set,  but  with 
I  fliameter  not  t|uite  so  great.  IJolh  of  the  bones  of  this  set 
ar.e  pb'gg^'d  at  one  rw^X  with  a  piece  of  wood,  while  into  the 
other  a  ritle  cartridge  has  been  thru'^t.  <  )ne  of  the  l)ones  has 
two  grooves  oiu--(|u*arter  of  an  inch  in  width,  and  situated  from 
each  other  about  three-eighths  of  an  inch.  These  grooves  are 
tilled  with  wrappings  of  black  thread.  The  center  of  the  bone 
lying  between  these  grooves  is  occupied  b\'  a  band  of  nine 
circles,  each  oni'  having  a  hole  in  the  ci'uter.  'This  S(;t  is  beauti- 
fully polished  from  long  handling  and  is  \'ellow  from  age.  The 
marked  piecivs  in  the  Mak  di  game  are  known  as  chokopc  or  men 
the  unmarked  bi'ing  luivof^  o>"  iem.ali-.  In  i)laying  they  always 
•_;uess  for  the  female.  The  count  is  kept  with  twent\'  sticks 
(  kats(7k\.  This  g.une  is  so  well  know  n  that  a  descrii)tion  of  the 
method  of  |)l;i\Mng  is  not  necessar\-. 

Sac  r.s-s.\-w  ii.'MK  ndls  far.  This  is  the  most  common  and, 
perhaps,  the  best  known  game  pla\'ed  l)\-  the  1  ndians  of  Wash- 
ington, It  is  plawd  with  ten  tliscs  (/iididk),  while  tin-  count  is 
la:pt  with  twebe  sticks  {{•(iLuihi').  I'our  si-ts  of  dds  game  were 
collected;  two  of  them  being  made  of  elder,  the  other  two  of 
niajile.  None  of  the  st-ts  ha\  i'  an\' si)ecial  markings  to  distin- 
guish them  frem  thi-  ordinary  stts  of  this  ri'gion,  except  that 
in  one  set  one  side  of  the  disc  has  i^ght  sni  dl  dots  near  thi- 
edgt>,  and  a  lilaek  band  near  the  ciV^i^  on  the  t)ther  side.  In  all 
of  the  sets  st  vi'u  of  the  discs  ha  •  jn'rimeters,  half  white  and 
half  black.     In   tliree  sets  two  i      the  remaining  discs  have  a 
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pcrimcliT  entirely  white,  wliile  that  of  tlie  tentli  liisc  is  entirel\- 
black.  In  th("  fourth  set  the  perimeter  of  two  of  thi'  discs  is 
entirely  black,  while  that  of  the  third  disc  is  lutircly  white. 
In  tht-  thrt'e  si'ts,  where  there  is  a  sini^U'  disc  with  an  ed<re 
intirely  black,  it  is  known  as  iliokopc  or  man;  the  discs  with 
white  bordc-rs  beiiiLj-  known  as  liayop  or  femali'.  In  (lie  fourth 
si't,  according-  to  this  noniencl;.ture,  there  would  be  one  fi-male 
and  two  men.  I  was  inlornied  by  Willi.ims  that  th(  ol)iect  of 
the  j.;anu'  is  to  ^uess  the  location  of  the  female,  and,  as  the 
noinenclatun-  was  jj^ivcn  him  by  me,  I  am  at  loss  to  reconcile 
the  fact  that  in  the  three  sets  collected  there  were  twti  females 
in  each  set.  It  is  probable  thai  in  sets  of  this  soit,  the  black- 
edj^ed  disc  may  be  designated  .is  (he  female,  as  without  (|U('S- 
tion  it  is  the  single  disc,  distiuL^niished  from  all  others  in  the 
set,  which  is  the  one  .'•■out^iit  for  in  ewrx-  instance.  This  ^anie. 
like  the  preceding,  is  also  will  known  and  has  been  so  oftiT, 
described  that  it  needs  no  further  nien(ion  in  this  place.  This 
i^ame  is  plawd  only  by  men. 

k'.llis.  This  is  the  well-known  ^.une  of  the  bia\er- teeth 
dice,  and  is  pl.iyed  by  women  throu.L;hout  the  extent  of  the 
Xorthwc'st  territorw  ( )f  (his;^,ime  (hree  sets  were  i-ollec(ed, 
one  of  which  is  imperfect,  'lliert'  are  four  tei:th  in  eacti  full 
set,  two  ot  which,  usuall\-  the  low er,  are  decorated  with  inciseil 
lines  {(■lii/i/i(//i(()f/),\\W\i:M  refers  merely  to  the  markiiiLjs.  The 
other  |)air  are  \,irions!y  decorated  with  a  siutfle  low  of  circles, 
or  circles  arrans^c-d  in  groups.  These  aw  known  us  (///^ro//////  ov 
dottc-d  teeth.  In  two  of  the  sets,  one  of  the  dotted  dice  is 
further  distinguished  by  means  of  ,i  band  of  black  yarn  about 
the  center.  This  is  known  as  ipiis(piis  or  -^now.  Thi-  teeth  .ire 
thrown  from  the  hand  upon  \\\v  ;;round  or  upon  a  blanket. 
When  the  marked  sides  of  .ill  four  teeth  lie  upj)ermost,  the 
count  is  (wo,  ;ind  is  known  as  ^///'?/;,/.v  or  all  d<iun.  When  th( 
lour  plain  sides  lie  uppermost,  the  count  is  also  two,  and  is 
known  as  /asioas  or  w  ithotit  m.irks.  When  the  two  dotted  dice 
bill  face  down,  and  (he  crossdi.itch  dice  fall  face  ujjpermost, 
then  thi'  count  is  one,  c/il/ltc/uoi/s  or  cross-hatch  dice  up.  The 
exact  reverse  of  this  also  counts  one,  .md  is  known  as  kulcocoas 
or  dots  down.  When  one  of  (he  teeth  is  further  distinffuish(>(l 
by  beiuL,^  wr;i]j[)i(l  with  a  bl.ick  band,  the  count  is  somewhat 
different :  .ill  the  m.irked  sides  iip])t'rmosl,  countin<4  four;  while 
tjie  wrapi)etl   teeth   up  with  (hnn-  blank  (eeth,  count  four,  ,ilso. 

belore  described. 


The  remaining  counts  .are  ,is 


K.\sKAs.  1  his  o;inie  corresponds  to  the  well-know  n  cup  <ind 
l)in  frame  of  the  Plains  Indi.ins,  which  amon<;  the  nei;,rhbors  of 
the  Makahs  is  modified  into  the  trame  with  a  wooden  pin  and 
snake  or  fish  \ertebr;e.  With  (he  M.ikahs  .1  humerus  (/-^.v//^?/;.*) 
of  the  hairse.il  is,  which  is  perforated  at  each  end,  is  .attached 
by  means  of  a  strint^  passing  throui^h  a  hole  in  the  middle  of 
the  bone  to  a  wooden  jjin  {ka-n-pick).  The  bone  is  tos.sed  np- 
wa. '•  and  as  it  falls  i(  is  c;iii-h(  lui  (he  end  of  (he  pin.     Wha(- 
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t'vi.T  sii^nificaiicc  this  s^amc  may  ha\c  had  in  former  times  has 
cvicleiitly  been  lost,  for,  accorcliii}^'  to  Williams,  it  is  pl.ixcd 
incrciy  for  aniusemciit.  at  aii\'  time  and  hy  both  sexes. 

Ba  r.cr'iii.  KA  1)1.  in  addition  to  the  al)o\c  i^ames,  three 
to|)s  vyere  colleited  which  are  interestini^,  inasnnich  as  thi\-  are 
all  dillerent  ;md  of  a  t\i)e  somewhat  unlike  that  found  in  use 
l)\-  Indians  of  the  interior.  W  iliiams  was  positive  in  Ids  state- 
ment that  all  three  varieties  were  in  use  by  the  MaUahs  before 
the  advt'ut  of  the  whites,  but  he  thought  'thai  thc>-  h.id  been 
derived  from  northern  Indians.  The  first  s])ecimen  consists  of 
.1  disc  ot  wood,  three  inches  in  diameter  i!iul  onedialf  inch 
dii(d<,  through  which  is  thrust  a  pin,  three  and  onedialf  inches 
in  len.^lh,  thus  ^ivinq-  the  form  of  an  ordinary  spiniiiniL;-  top. 
The  second  specimen  is  ;i  whippin-;  top  of  unusual  \ariet\-:  the 
upper  portion  is  rounded,  termiii.itinj.^-  below  in  a  plain,  fl;it  sur- 
tace  from  winch  projects.!  wooden  pin,  about  .111  inch  in  lenyfth, 
upon  which  tlie  top  is  spun.  Tin  thirl  lop  is  e\actl>-  similar 
to  those  now  used  by  white  boys,  and  is  pear  shai)ed,  termi- 
nating in  a  small  protuberance,  u|)on  whicdi  is  fasti'iied  ihr  loop 
oi  strin;;  which  is  wound  around  the  lower  part  of  the  top. 
Holding;  the  slriiiL;  in  oiu  h.ind.  the  top  is  \iolenll\-  throw  n 
upon  tlu'  t;round  and  is  set  s|)innin.L;  with  the  impetus' whi(h  is 
im|);irted  by  llv  unwinding;-  of  the  strinj^-. 

Thus  il  will  \)v  seen  that,  of  thc-^e  eleven  iMakah  ,L;;imes, 
Ihree  ,iw  deixndeni  for  their  existenci'  upon  the  pro.\imit\-  of 
the   Alakahs   to  tlie    se.ishore,  the   chii-f  material    used   in    the 


thrc 


e   irames   heiiu 


p;    while   in   still   .inother  <>ame  we  sic 


modihc.'itions  Irom  the  ori^in.il  buckskin  ball  of  the  Plains  or 
Mountain  Indians  to  a  b.ill  of  vvhaled)one,  while  the  ;L;ame 
itself  has  become  intimately  bound  up  with  the  celebration  of 
the  capture  of   a  wh<ile. 
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